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What is the GIRAF - Geoscience 
Information in Africa Network

Network on Geoscience InfoRmation in AFrica for 

geological survey organisations, universities and 

research institutes and private companies.

Å initiated by the Commission on Geoscience Information 

(CGI) of the IUGS

Å founded with support of the German Federal Ministry for 

Economic Cooperation and Development, the IUGS-

CGI, the Geological Survey of Namibia, BGR, and 

Southern Mapping

Åcoordinated by the CGI and UNESCO-Africa

Å

http://www.bmz.de/de/index.html
http://www.bmz.de/de/index.html
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GIRAF Mission

Support that

knowledge- based geoscience information 

Contributes

to improve the environmental & economic 
prosperity 

of the people in Africa .

http://www.bmz.de/de/index.html
http://www.bmz.de/de/index.html
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Why a GIRAF network

ÅMany isolated geoscience information projects within Africa

ÅOnly rarely existing: African Geoscience information standards

ÅVast amounts of inaccessible data 

and research results

ÅEducation and training: 

Find and retain skilled people

Å Fragmentation of institutional responsibilties

ÅGovernment and administration often unaware  

of the importance of geoinformation

ÅStrenghten connections and linking 

with neighbour countries

ÅMore cooperation with the mining sector and private 

companies
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GIRAF Aims

Å Build a pan-African geoscience information knowledge 

network of geological surveys, universities, research institutes 

and companies.

Å Stimulate and support cross-border 

geoscience information projects 

and initiatives in Africa.

Å Make Africa a more active part of the international geoscience 

information community.

Å Encourage the creation of African cross-border geoscience

information standards and

Å Encourage the contribution to international and global 

standards
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GIRAF members
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Å Algeria

Å Angola

Å Botswana

Å Burkina Faso

Å Cameroon

Å Central African 
Republic

Å Congo

Å DR Congo

Å Egypt

Å Ethiopia

Å Gambia

Å Gabun

Å Ghana

Å Ivory Coast

Å Kenya

Å Lesotho

Å Liberia

Å Madagascar

Å Malawi

Associated Organisations :

Å Geological Society of Africa

(GSAf)

Å SEAMIC

Å African Association of Women

Geologists (AAWG)

Å Young Earth Scientists (YES)

Å Commission of the Geological 

Map of the World (CGMW)

Å OneGeology

Å AEGOS 

Å Mali

Å Morocco

Å Mozambique

Å Namibia

Å Nigeria

Å Ruanda

Å Senegal

Å South Africa

Å Southern Sudan

Å Sudan

Å Tanzania

Å Togo

Å Uganda

Å Zambia

Å Zimbabwe

37 African GIRAF member countries
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Who ð
14 GIRAF Ambassadors
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Workshops and GIRAF achievements
Organise and realize:

2007 Preparatory workshop at CAG 22, Mocambique

2009 Kick-off  Workshop of GIRAF, GSN, Namibia 

(incl. short courses on GeoScience ML and Freeware)

2011 GIRAF workshop with AEGOS & OneGeology atCAG23, Joóburg

2011 2nd GIRAF Workshop, SEAMIC, Dar es Salaam

(incl. short courses on GeoScienceML and Freeware)

2012 Int. Geological Congress, Brisbane: GIRAF course at Sustainable

Mining in Africa Workshop, GIRAFpresentation, Boothm Flyers: 

-> >72 new members, 8 new African countries

2012 Geoscience Information session at CAG24, Ethiopia

2013 3rd GIRAF Workshop, September, Ghana

2014ïGeoscience information Workshop at CAG 25 
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Achievements :
Newsletter

web site
14 embassies

ÅThe
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Where does the GIRAF walk from
here ?

Å2015 - 4th GIRAF Workshop in Mocambique

Å2016ïGIRAF session at Int.Geol.Congress  in 

Capetown

Å2016 -5th GIRAF session at CAG 26 in é.?

Å2017 -5th GIRAF workshop in é.?
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GIRAF!!!
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Africa
a continent full of riches 

Ånatural resources, 

Åa wealth of cultural heritage, 

Åbeautiful landscapes

Åé. but pressing issues - poverty, water supply and 
poor health.

ÅGeoscience information and good practice can play 
a major role in locating  energy and mineral 
resources, clean water  and mitigating geological 
hazards (including the impact of climate change).

Addis Ababa, CAG 24 

January 14, 2013
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GIRAF!!!
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The GIRAF Agreement

The participants agreed on;

- Establish network within Africa to connect geological survey 

institutions

- Support nations with lack of capacity and capability 

- Set up of management group to ensure that GIRAF is sustained

- Set up of Website with national contact details, news, links 

- Organise biannual workshops of GIRAF

- Nominate African delegates to IUGS-CGI, OneGeology

- Get a Geoscience Information Session into the IGC 2012

- Start and distribute a Newsletter

- Organise funding and sponsorship to support GIRAF-work 

- Pursue training and scholarships at existing universities.

-

-


